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(318) 673-5050

Re: Allocation of Parish Funds for City of Shreveport Public Safety Needs 

Dear President Young: 

We are aware of a proposal for Caddo Parish to allocate $2.8 million to the City of 

Shreveport for public safety needs. We understand that the original proposal was for 40 

take-home police vehicles. 

First, we appreciate the consideration of the Commission for the city's public safety needs. 

Second, we believe that there are public safety needs that include take-home vehicles, but 

that include other critical needs that the city could meet with a one-time infusion of parish 

funds. 

I requested that Police Chief Wayne Smith consult with his staff and provide a list of rank­

ordered police equipment needs that add up to $2.8 million. He has done that, and his list 

is attached to this letter. The city would be very grateful if the parish would allocate $2.8 

million for the purposes set forth in Chief Smith's list. 

We have received some criticism of the proposed inclusion of the "rook" in the list. The 

rook is a true capital item with an expected useful life exceeding 20 years. Purchasing it 

would otherwise require funds from a bond issue. That is not likely to happen in the near 

term, so Chief Smith feels it is appropriate to ask for it in this one-time funding list. As you 

can see from his list, the rook would be used frequently. 








