
MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION  

OF THE CADDO PARISH COMMISSON  

HELD ON THE 2nd DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2026 

 
The Caddo Parish Commission met in a Work Session, on the above date, at 3:30 p.m., in 

the Government Chambers, with Mr. Gregory Young, President, presiding, and the following members in 

attendance constituting a quorum: Commissioners Atkins, Blake, Burrell, Cothran, Epperson, Gage-Watts, 

Jones, Kracman, Lazarus, Thomas, G. Young, and J. Young (12). ABSENT: None (0).   

 
Mr. Jones gave the invocation, and Mr. Thomas led the Commission in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. There were no Agenda Additions.  

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 

  Melissa Beckett came before the Commission and gave the following comment: 
 
  Thank you for allowing me to speak. My name is Melissa Beckett. I actually live in Texas, 
just across the border. I am running to be the state representative for that area. My address is 3771 Harley 
Ridge Road, Longview, Texas 75604. I’m here today in support of the resolution urging that the Red River 
Compact Commission and Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural Resources place a moratorium on 
the withdrawal of water from Caddo Lake for any use other than small commercial or residential use and to 
otherwise provide with respect thereof any studies or anything that might be necessary in order to determine 
whether or not there’s actually additional water that can be taken out. You might wonder why I’m here. Well, 
Caddo straddles Texas and Louisiana, which I’m sure you know, and the residents of Texas are very 
concerned about additional water being taken out of Caddo. And I know we all have a lot that we need to 
think about when it comes to these data centers. Are they needed? Yes. Where should they be? And the 
things that I’m hearing from the people just right across the border are that they moved to these places that 
are more rural because they didn’t want to be around things like the data centers, the light, the hums, all 
the things that come with that. And I think as elected officials, I’m not there yet, but I intend to be. We should 
always be thinking about the people who currently exist in this space and are affected by the decisions. Are 
they going to benefit from this? And my struggle is whether it be here or right across the border, electric 
prices going up does not help our constituents. Water prices going up and becoming more scarce do not 
help our constituents. And creating a space that is no longer rural does not help our constituents. And I 
would just, I’d beg you to accept this resolution. Vote on it unanimously. Choose the citizens who love 
where they live. And really think about requiring businesses to be good neighbors. Requiring them to pay 
property taxes so that burden doesn’t fall on the citizens. Requiring them to set up shop in a way that does 
not impact the citizens, especially those that live out at Caddo and those that come to visit. Thank you so 
much for the opportunity to be here. I appreciate you very much. Thank you. 
 
  Jane Tappe came before the Commission and gave the following comment: 
 
  Hello. Jane Tappe, 4380 Acorn Circle, Shreveport, Louisiana 71107. For once, I may or 
may not even take my whole three minutes this time. I want to speak in favor of Resolution 8. And I think 
and I hope and I pray that every one of you up there would take it for its face value. We have to stop moving 
forward until we have enough information. We have to stop moving forward on all of the things that are 
going on in the background that we don’t have enough information on. This will affect us. And I say us, and 
that’s anybody having to do with Caddo Lake and the surrounding areas. No NDAs, no things hidden, it 
that’s the correct word that you want to use. Not enough information has been given to us and we need 
more information and in the meantime, everything needs to stop that will result in a bad negative way to 
Caddo Lake and all of its resident and surrounding areas and neighbors. And that is it. And I didn’t take my 
three minutes because it’s pretty clear. We have to stop this and we have to go for this to just stop 
moratorium right here. Thank you. 
 
 Mary May submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 
  Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting.  
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 
 
 Stormi Partington submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 
 I am attempting to make it to the meeting today at 3:30, but in the event I cannot I want to 
express my support of Resolution 8 2026. I understand this to be in support of NOT using Caddo Lake 
water for anything other than small business or residential use. 



 
 Mayor Tyler Gordon submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
 Dear Members of the Caddo Parish Commission, I am writing in my capacity as Mayor of 
the Village of Mooringsport to express my strong support for Resolution 8 of 2026, which urges a 
moratorium on the withdrawal of water from Caddo Lake for any use beyond small commercial residential 
needs. I appreciate District 1 Commissioner Kracman’s leadership in advancing this resolution and bringing 
attention to an issue of growing concern for our communities, our environment, and future generations. 
Caddo Lake is not only a critical water source, but is a rare and fragile ecosystem with immense 
environmental, cultural, and economic value. As pressures increase from proposed large-scale industrial 
projects, it is both reasonable and responsible to pause any new high-volume withdrawals until 
comprehensive research can fully assess long-term impacts on lake levels, water quality, wildlife habitats, 
and regional sustainability. Over the years, siltation and fluctuating water levels have already reduced the 
lake’s capacity and resilience. Introducing withdrawals in the hundreds of millions of gallons without fully 
understanding cumulative consequences places this irreplaceable resource at serious risk. It is also 
important to note that due to non-disclosure agreements that have been in place, our community and local 
officials have had very limited access to information regarding proposed projects and their potential impacts. 
This moratorium would provide necessary time for transparency, proper data collection, and informed public 
discussion so that decisions are made based on full and accurate information. This resolution does not 
hinder existing residential or small commercial needs. Rather, it ensures that major new industrial demands 
are responsibly evaluated before irreversible actions are taken. The people of Mooringsport, and many 
across Caddo Parish, deeply care about the future of Caddo Lake. Protecting this natural resource is both 
an environmental responsibility and a duty to future generations. I respectfully urge the Commission to 
support and pass Resolution 8 of 2026. Thank you for your service and your commitment to the long-term 
well-being of our parish. 
 
 Jerald Deaton submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
I support my commissioner Chris Kracman on this matter I moved out here 30 years ago 

to be in the country and don’t won’t this within 3 miles of my house our water out here is not good already 
and the electricity goes out all the time and they are going to be using a lot of both I heard my electricity 
mite go up and that is not right AEP needs to address that question plus they are putting right across from 
a family cemetery that one of my best friends is layed to rest Thanks 

 
 Robin Collinsworth Natin submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday 
meeting.Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from 
Caddo Lake. Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these 
projects without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of 
the cart" and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will 
affect Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
 Teresa Ferguson submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
This email is to express my support and great concern over the above issue. As a lifelong 

resident of Mooringsport, I am well aware of the impact a project like the intended data center could have 
on our area. We are already experiencing issues with water from Blanchard Utilities and this would only 
add to our problems. Caddo Lake should be protected from outside sources as it is historical and a valued 
wetland. And, our only water source and has been for many years. Please help us protect our lake! 

 
 Rachel Power submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
 Gracie May submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 



I am in support and requesting the same of you as the commission of Caddo. It is important 
that we have more answers before proceeding with more water usage in our district. 

 
 Jana Byford submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
As I sit in my home without water for the 3rd day in a row I would kindly like to ask for 

transparency and a delay on the data center until our Blanchard mayor and Blanchard Utilities can answer 
as to what our current issues are with our water system before we vote to add a massive drain on it.  He 
are told absolutely nothing and we lose water every single winter for multiple days at a time.  This is not 
ok.  Please give the people some solid answers to what is going on and what is being done. 

 
Rhonda Haddad submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs.  As long term property owners/residents (over 
60 yrs)we deserve answers and a voice in decisions that will affect Caddo Parish for generations. 

 
 David Bungard submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Hello, My name is David Bungard, and I reside at 407 Lake St., Mooringsport, LA 71060. 

We are homeowners with waterfront property on Caddo Lake.We are unable to attend today’s meeting at 
3:30 PM, but I would like it to be officially noted that we are extremely concerned about the potential 
negative effects a data center could have on our community. 

 
Caitlan Eavss submitted the following comment regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026: 

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
Jeff Gagneaux submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 
I’m am in strong support and f the resolution and asked that you consider giving our district 

an opportunity to reevaluate the water issue! 
 
Lauren McNeese submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
 Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 
 
 Sonya DuPont submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 



water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
DeAnna Brown submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Attempt to advance Resolution 8 of 2026. A RESOLUTION URGING AND REQUESTING 

THAT THE RED RIVER COMPACT COMMISSION AND THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES (LDENR) PLACE A MORATORIUM ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF WATER 
FROM CADDO LAKE FOR ANY USE OTHER THAN SMALL COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL USE, 
AND TO OTHERWISE PROVIDE WITH RESPECT THERETO. This resolution requests a pause on new 
industrial-sized projects that would utilize Caddo Lake's water resources until concerns regarding water 
usage are addressed. A new data center is beginning constructed at the crossroads of Stateline Road and 
Blanchard Latex Road. This area is supplied by Blanchard water. Blanchard water is incapable of providing 
consistent water to it's residents, so how is it going to support this data center?? (01/31/26, 02/01/26, 
02/02/26, 08/19/25, 08/07/25, 06/06/25, 09/30/24, 06/14/24, 01/15/24-01/24/24, 06/17/23, 05/30/23, 
12/22/22- 12/30/22, 01/15/22- 01/20/22, 02/17/21- 02/23/21, 07/15/20) These are just a few dates of major 
outages over the past few years. These do not include the service interruptions that last less than 24 hours. 
On 10/15/24 the mayor said updates to the water system membranes will increase our output from 4.5 
millions gallons to almost 6 million gallons per day! But this doesn't stop us from not being able to have 
reliable water. News links for water issues. The mayor even blames residents for issues due to us dripping 
faucets during freezes. www.ktbs.com/tncms/asset/editorial/c618cde6-b51c-5260-b0e4-1321856198dc 
www.ktbs.com/tncms/asset/editorial/a2cfbbc8-bb26-11ee-9b11-ab5f067f2a68 
www.ktbs.com/tncms/asset/editorial/f0d33e64-b98f-11ee-ac08-93730b42d001 This came from Facebook 
page Jim Galambos' Mayor's Corner. You can go to his page to find all of his comments on water issues. 
"12/23/22 - I just received an update from our Utilities Manager concerning the water system during this 
polar freeze! Due to having customers home water dripping/running to prevent freezing the water plant is 
stressing to keep our elevated tanks at full capacity. The guys are having to turn the valves to 50% in some 
areas to allow certain tanks to fill. The areas that will be affected with lower water pressure are : Lowery 
Rd. Stateline, Blanchard Furr, Longwood, North Lakeshore south of Blanchard Furr." Please do not let the 
data center be built out here as we can not take further strain on our water system.  

 
Chad Hudson submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Good afternoon Caddo Parish Commissioners I am not a resident of Caddo Parish, but I 

am a resident of the Caddo Lake area and on the Board of Directors of The Greater Caddo Lake Association 
of Texas. I would like to voice my support regarding the moratorium proposed by Commissioner Kracman. 
Considering the delicate ecosystem of Caddo Lake and the decades since the last environmental impact 
study, it makes perfect sense to exercise any/all due diligence before moving forward. If my understanding 
of the situation is accurate, this moratorium will not negatively effect construction time lines or result in any 
unnecessary financial burden, but could save the Parish future litigation costs if the proposed water sale 
negatively impact Caddo Lake. When one of our areas greatest natural treasures is at risk, it is better to err 
on the side of caution. Please uphold your civic duty and approve this mortatorium.    

 
Don Tinsley submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
 

DEAR COMMISSIONERS, I WRITE ASKING YOU TO SUPPORT THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF RESOLUTION 8 OF 2026 THAT COMMISSIONER KRACMAN IS BRINGING TO BOARD. WE DO 
NOT HAVE ALL OF THE FACT OF THE IMPACT THIS DATA CENTER. PLEASE VOTE FOR THIS 
RESOLUTION. WE HAVE MORE QUESTIONS ANSWERS AT THIS TIME. 

 
Chris Ward submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 

http://www.ktbs.com/tncms/asset/editorial/c618cde6-b51c-5260-b0e4-1321856198dc
http://www.ktbs.com/tncms/asset/editorial/a2cfbbc8-bb26-11ee-9b11-ab5f067f2a68
http://www.ktbs.com/tncms/asset/editorial/f0d33e64-b98f-11ee-ac08-93730b42d001


Sandi White submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 

Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
Amy Johnson submitted the following email regarding resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
Sean Botzong submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
 

Dear Caddo Commissioners, I support to advance Resolution 8 of 2026 advocating for the 
delay of the Data Center on Stateline Rd in West Caddo  Parish. This data center seems to be pushed 
forward from behind closed doors with no input from the adjacent property owners. As a property owner 
directly South of the proposed site, I would like more information about the water needs, electricity needs, 
has there been a traffic study done and is the data center paying for all the upgrades needed, or do I the 
TAXPAYER have to pay the bill for all their infrastructure, services and road upkeep?  It is my understanding 
that the data center was given a property taxes abatement for 25 years.  Does this mean that they pay 
partial or no property taxes at all? These are just a few of the questions that I have.  I have already seen 
survey crews surveying a new waterline on Stateline Rd.  When I called the City of Blanchard, I was told 
that new waterline was not public knowledge.  So, we have elected city officials and city goverment 
employees making deals with a multimillion dollar company on my behalf, yet keeping the information 
secret.  I don't know that it is true, but I have been told the Mayor of Blanchard signed a Non Disclosure 
Agreement. I am just seeking answers about the  project before I  make a decision for or against it. 

 
Juanita Head submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Commissioners, Please put me on the list of folks that want the moratorium on any 

withdrawal of water from Caddo Lake.  This area is an internationally protected wetland.   NO DATA 
CENTER FOR NORTH CADDO PARISH. 

 
Dennis Erwin submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
 I support the moratorium to prevent anymore water pulled from caddo lake. 
 
 Lisa Gallion submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
 Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 
 



 Charles Brumley submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 

Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 
 Clayton F. "Scotty" Scott submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Good afternoon Caddo Parish Commissioners I would like to voice my support regarding 

the moratorium proposed by Commissioner Kracman. I am not a resident of Caddo Parish, but I am a 
resident of the Caddo Lake area and on the Board of Directors of The Greater Caddo Lake Association of 
Texas. Considering the delicate ecosystem of Caddo Lake and the decades since the last environmental 
impact study, it makes perfect sense to exercise any/all due diligence before moving forward. If my 
understanding of the situation is accurate, this moratorium will not negatively affect construction timelines 
or result in any unnecessary financial burden, but could save the Parish future litigation costs if the proposed 
water sale negatively impacts Caddo Lake. When one of our area's greatest natural treasures is at risk, it 
is better to err on the side of caution. Please uphold your civic duty and approve this moratorium.     

 
Tyler Gordon submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026: 

 
Dear Commissioners, On behalf of the Greater Caddo Lake Association of Louisiana and 

the many families, landowners, conservationists, and businesses who depend on the health of Caddo Lake, 
I am writing to strongly urge your support for Resolution 8 of 2026. Caddo Lake is not only a treasured 
natural resource, but is a fragile wetland ecosystem of national significance. Its waters support wildlife 
habitats, local economies, recreational tourism, and generations of cultural heritage. Once damaged, this 
system cannot simply be replaced or restored with ease. We are deeply concerned about the potential 
impacts of new large-scale industrial water withdrawals proposed for the lake. Years of sedimentation, 
declining water levels during drought seasons, and increasing environmental pressures have already 
reduced the lake’s natural capacity. Introducing additional high-volume withdrawals before comprehensive, 
independent environmental research is completed places this irreplaceable resource at unnecessary risk. 
Resolution 8 of 2026 does not halt progress. It simply calls for a responsible pause on new industrial-scale 
water projects until proper long-term studies can confirm that such use will not cause irreversible harm to 
the lake, surrounding wetlands, or downstream communities. This is a prudent, science-based approach 
that protects both economic interests and environmental  integrity. Additionally, our association shares the 
concern of many residents regarding the limited public information available due to nondisclosure 
agreements tied to these proposed projects. A moratorium allows time for transparency, expert review, and 
meaningful public engagement — all essential components of good governance and environmental 
stewardship. Caddo Lake is one of Louisiana’s most unique natural treasures. The decisions made today 
will determine whether future generations inherit a thriving ecosystem or one diminished by preventable 
damage. We respectfully ask that you vote in favor of advancing Resolution 8 of 2026 and stand with the 
communities who are working to preserve Caddo Lake through responsible, informed action. Thank you for 
your time, leadership, and commitment to protecting our natural resources. Sincerely, President Greater 
Caddo Lake Association of Louisiana 

 
Nico Hayes submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Attempt to advance Resolution 8 of 2026. A RESOLUTION URGING AND REQUESTING 

THAT THE RED RIVER COMPACT COMMISSION AND THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES (LDENR) PLACE A MORATORIUM ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF WATER 
FROM CADDO LAKE FOR ANY USE OTHER THAN SMALL COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL USE, 
AND TO OTHERWISE PROVIDE WITH RESPECT THERETO. This resolution requests a pause on new 
industrial-sized projects that would utilize Caddo Lake's water resources until concerns regarding water 
usage are addressed. This initiative is not anti-development, but rather pro-transparency. Following 
numerous calls and last night's community meeting, it is clear that constituents want answers regarding the 
potential impact of this project on Caddo Lake. Seeking facts over rumors, I invite you to attend the meeting 
and provide public comment, either for or against this initiative. Monday, February 2nd, 3:30pm, 505 Travis 
St. 

 
Keri Donaghey submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Commissioners, I am writing to urge you to support Commissioner Kracman's request 

to delay the Stateline Road Data Center Project until constituent concerns are heard and addressed. There 
are too many questions that deserve public answers, comment, and consideration as well as transparency 
before committing Caddo Parish's natural resources, tax breaks, and citizens to a project that is little 
understood by the very citizens whose quality of life will be impacted. Please do not move forward on this 



project until citizens' questions have been answered about the realities that such a project could impose on 
us. 

 
Jimmy Brummley submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. Please don’t 
allow anymore large or small municipalities or industrial sized projects to pull water from our beautiful, fun 
and important historical body of water without due diligence. I live on Caddo Lake and it is very low right 
now, as low as I have ever seen it and we need to maintain 3’ to 4’ more elevation to save our lake. Pulling 
large volumes of water from it will diminish its ability to live and sustain itself and therefore killing this great 
Cypress lake.   

 
Tina Brumley submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
Delores Hayes submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2028:  
 
Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my strong support for 

Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. Current winter weather conditions have 
already placed significant stress on our local water infrastructure, highlighting just how vital and fragile our 
water resources are. We cannot responsibly move forward with large-scale industrial projects—such as the 
proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo 
Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the 
Commission to: Advance Resolution 8 today so it can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. 
Request that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. 
Wait for a comprehensive impact study to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects 
without harming the ecosystem or residential water needs. We must put the "horse back in front of the cart" 
and seek facts over rumors. Our community deserves answers and a voice in decisions that will affect 
Caddo Parish for generations. Thank you for your time and for representing our concerns. 

 
Tori Hayes submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Good Afternoon, I would like for it to be put on record that I as a resident of District 1 

complete support the Moratorium being requested by Commissioner Chris Kracman. I feel a data center 
pulling water from Caddo Lake could be detrimental to our lake, wildlife, and surrounding communities. 

 
Kelsey Prose submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Sending my support for caddo commissioner Kracman’s Resolution 8 for the delay of the 

data center.  
 
Robin Edwards submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  

 
Hello, I’m kindly asking you please don’t put in for the new Data Center. If New Orleans 

turned them down, sounds like we wouldn’t want it either and if they were to go with it n do it anyway, why 
would they pull from Caddo Lake v/s Cross Lake or the river. The water systems n departments can’t keep 
the water on in middle or hardest hit winter months much less after trying to keep up with a Data Center. 
Also, the towns are (not just one but a lot) complaining now about the water being off all the time n can’t 
pay for good services anymore and yet our bills have all just went up just this last week or two. Just leave 



it alone. It’s just something else to make the tax payers pay n at an even higher rate! Police Departments 
are placing warrants on the young kids and ruining their lives before they even have a chance in life period. 
Do something for these young kids, educate them, give them something to do at the young ages into 
teenagers. Just my thoughts and suggestions. 

 
Karen Czajkowski McBride submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 

2026:  
 

Dear Caddo Parish Commissioners, I am writing to express my absolute support for 
Resolution 8 of 2026, proposed by Commissioner Chris Kracman. We cannot responsibly move forward 
with large-scale industrial projects—such as the proposed Stateline Road data center—without first having 
all the facts regarding their impact on Caddo Lake's long-term sustainability. This resolution is not anti-
development; it is pro-transparency. I urge the Commission to: Please advance Resolution 8 today so it 
can be voted on at the upcoming Thursday meeting. Request that the Red River Compact Commission and 
the Louisiana Department of Energy and Natural Resources (LDENR) place a one-year moratorium on 
industrial-sized water withdrawals from Caddo Lake. Wait for a comprehensive environmental impact study 
to ensure that our natural resources can support these projects without harming the ecosystem or 
residential water needs. Our communities deserve answers. Are any of you aware that Caddo lake is a 
RAMSAR SITE? As a wetland, it is designated by RAMSAR as a unique site of International Importance. 
Since Caddo Lake is located also in the state of Texas, Texans also have rights to oppose decisions 
regarding its water usage, and I am unaware that anyone in Texas with authority over our waterways has 
been involved in these proposed plans. I am currently contacting our state and federal officials stated in the 
RAMSAR TREATY regarding this new proposed use of Caddo Lake's water, as well as Texas Water 
Commissioners regarding this because I firmly believe it goes against the RAMSAR rules as well as Texas' 
own rules of water usage without formal studies. In the meantime, please place this moratorium into effect 
until more information is provided & proper studies are conducted. Thank you for your time and for 
representing everyone's concerns. 

 
Jacqueline Leal submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 
A RESOLUTION URGING AND REQUESTING THAT THE RED RIVER COMPACT 

COMMISSION AND THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
(LDENR) PLACE A MORATORIUM ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF WATER FROM CADDO LAKE FOR ANY 
USE OTHER THAN SMALL COMMERCIAL OR RESIDENTIAL USE, AND TO OTHERWISE PROVIDE 
WITH RESPECT THERETO. 

 
Chris Kracman submitted the following email regarding Resolution No. 8 of 2026:  
 
Good morning colleagues! I trust everyone is enjoying this beautiful turn in the weather! I 

intended on reaching out to all of you individually. But as some of you know, District 1 has had some "water 
woes" over the weekend through today. So, I've been at our water distribution site. Resolution 8, up for 
advancement today, is simple.  Its only asking for a new study to see how much water can be withdrawn 
from Caddo. Without any adverse effects. With proposed industry coming & the obvious residential growth. 
A new study is important to assure our community of this much needed resource...water. This does NOT 
address "data centers". Nor does this interrupt existing services. Ie; Blanchard Utility, AEP, or 
UOP/Honeywell. They all can keep on business as usual. This only addresses the outtakes of water from 
Caddo Lake on a mass scale in the *future*. Setting any bias or emotion aside and airing on the side of 
intelligence. Knowing that we don't know everything. We'll implore the experts to do their work. This doesn't 
hurt anyone involved. It's better to know now, than wait for it to hit us like a ton of bricks. I appreciate 
anyone's support in advance. And as always, please reach out with any questions or concerns. 
 

VISITORS 
 

• Dr. Joseph Jones 
 North Louisiana Crim Lab System 
 
 Dr. Joseph Jones, Director of the North Louisiana Crime Lab, appeared before the 
Commission and offered to answer questions. 
 

Mr. Atkins asked Dr. Jones to explain how the Crime Lab is addressing ongoing funding 
challenges, including whether the lab expects to continue operating at a loss or reach a break-even point. Dr. 
Jones explained the lab serves 29 northern parishes and that funding has been difficult for decades due to 
reliance on court fees. He stated court-fee revenue has decreased compared with earlier years (referencing 
amounts around $7M in 2017 vs. approximately $3.7M–$4.3M in more recent years). It costs roughly $6M 
annually to operate the lab, leaving a recurring gap he must close each year through a combination of 
legislative support, external clients, and other stopgap measures. He described extraordinary efforts made to 
keep operations stable, including community support and short-term financial measures. 

 
Additional questions addressed whether there is momentum for a long-term legislative 

funding mechanism. Dr. Jones said traction is difficult without unity among parishes. Cost comparisons and 
case volume, including that Caddo Parish represents a significant portion of the caseload (approximately 
4,000 cases out of roughly 16,000), with a discussion of “per case” cost comparisons to national figures. Dr. 
Jones explained that participation by all parishes/courts in paying court costs and the challenge of ensuring 
all relevant courts (including smaller municipal courts) consistently contribute. 

 



Mr. Burrell asked whether another crime lab (Acadiana) would compete with the North 
Louisiana Crime Lab. Dr. Jones stated it serves a different region but faces similar operating-cost problems.  

 
Dr. Jones encouraged stronger legislative action and collaboration, noting Caddo’s unique 

position with three appointed commissioners to the Crime Lab board. Mr. Atkins suggested adding this issue 
to the Commission’s legislative priorities.  

 
  Dr. Jones invited the Commissioners to tour the Crime Lab to better understand operations 
and funding needs.  

 
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 

• Juvenile Detention Center census 
 

Administrator Bryant said that there are 13 children in the Detention Center, and no 17 year 

olds. There are 391 children on probation. Eleven juveniles are at CCC. 

 

• Winter Weather Update 
 
Administrator Bryant thanked staff and partners for coordinated efforts during inclement 

weather and stated an after-action review is underway to identify improvements. She also noted continued 
work assisting residents dealing with storm aftermath. 

 
Mr. Cothran raised concern about ID requirements reported in news coverage during the 

storm, asking whether local facilities required identification for entry and whether the Parish should develop 
supports to help residents obtain IDs. Administrator Bryant stated the issue would be included in the after-
action list. 

 
Mr. J. Young noted that the Parish’s Lighthouse sites did not require ID for entry during 

the storm. 
 

COMMISSION REMARKS 
 

• Mrs. Gage-Watts called for an Economic Development Committee meeting for Thursday 
at 2:00 p.m.  

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
President G. Young offered brief remarks recognizing the relative success of the storm 

response, emphasizing outcome-based assessment and “all hands on deck.” Appreciation was extended 
to commissioners for district communications and participation in coordination calls, and to administration 
for ongoing leadership during the event. 
 
 There being no Old Business, the Commission moved onto New Business.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

It was moved by Mr. Kracman, seconded by Mr. J. Young that the following items be 

englobo’d and moved to Thursday’s Regular Session agenda for consideration:   
 

• Resolution No. 7 of 2026, a resolution approving the holding of an election in 

Caddo Parish Fire District No. 7, State of Louisiana, on Saturday, June 27, 2026, 

to authorize the continuation of a special tax therein 

 
• Resolution No. 9 of 2026, a resolution authorizing the execution of a cooperative 

endeavor agreement with the Louisiana Department of Transportation 

Development (DOTD) relative to detour route for bridge replacement on Self Road, 

and otherwise providing with respect thereto 

 
• Resolution No. 10 of 2026, a resolution authorizing the execution of a cooperative 

endeavor agreement for cost sharing, involving the receipt of federal funds, with 

the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development (DOTD) relative to the 

Barnette Road over Trib to Walnut Bayou Project and the Self Road over Dooley 

Canal Project, and otherwise providing with respect thereto 

 
• Resolution No. 11 of 2026, a resolution expressing the consent of Caddo Parish 

for the Town of Blanchard to annex a certain right-of-way within the Parish of 

Caddo, and otherwise providing with respect thereto 

 

 Substitute motion by Mr. Lazarus, seconded by Mr. J. Young, that the following 

items be englobo’d and moved to Thursday’s Regular Session agenda for consideration:   
 

• Resolution No. 7 of 2026, a resolution approving the holding of an election in 



Caddo Parish Fire District No. 7, State of Louisiana, on Saturday, June 27, 2026, 

to authorize the continuation of a special tax therein 

 
• Resolution No. 9 of 2026, a resolution authorizing the execution of a cooperative 

endeavor agreement with the Louisiana Department of Transportation 

Development (DOTD) relative to detour route for bridge replacement on Self Road, 

and otherwise providing with respect thereto 

 
• Resolution No. 10 of 2026, a resolution authorizing the execution of a cooperative 

endeavor agreement for cost sharing, involving the receipt of federal funds, with 

the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development (DOTD) relative to the 

Barnette Road over Trib to Walnut Bayou Project and the Self Road over Dooley 

Canal Project, and otherwise providing with respect thereto 

 
• Resolution No. 11 of 2026, a resolution expressing the consent of Caddo Parish 

for the Town of Blanchard to annex a certain right-of-way within the Parish of 

Caddo, and otherwise providing with respect thereto 

 
• Special Resolution Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Meadows Museum 

of Art at Centenary College 

 
• Special Resolution honoring Legendary Gospel Artists John P. Kee and Zacardi 

Cortez to be presented during the KOKA New Year Concert on February 9 

 
• Special Resolution proclaiming Black History Month in Caddo Parish 

 
• Special Resolution proclaiming American Heart Month in Caddo Parish 

 

 At this time, Mr. Lazarus’ substitute motion carried unanimously with all Commission 

members present.  

 

 It was moved by Mr. Kracman, that Resolution No. 8 of 2026, a resolution urging and 

requesting that the Red River Compact Commission and the Louisiana Department of Energy & Natural 

Resources (LDENR) place a moratorium on the withdrawal of water from Caddo Lake for any use other 

than small commercial or residential use, and to otherwise provide with respect thereto. Motion died to the 

lack of a second.  

 

 It was moved by Mrs. Gage-Watts, seconded by Mr. J. Young, that Citizens Comments 

and Communiques be taken up prior to the Commission convening into an executive session. Motion 

carried unanimously with all Commission members present.  

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

 
  Vickie Moore came before the Commission and gave the following comment: 
 
  Good afternoon. I appreciate the opportunity to speak to y’all before you recess or officially 
recess. As a citizen of Caddo Parish for 47 years, I spent 45 of those in Shreveport. I was a Shreveport 
citizen. When I retired after working in hospitals for over 50 years, I retired out in the Blanchard area. My 
address is 7835 Blanchard Latex Road, Shreveport 71107. That of course changed my representation on 
this Commission. When you do no tlive within the city limits, you do not have, as a citizen, you do not have 
the sway with the elected officials there. The mayor, I can’t vote in his election, so this Commission becomes 
the voice that I can come to. You are the ones that respresent me in the issues that concern me. And I have 
a grave concern with what is going on with the water in Caddo Lake. Currently, I’ve been without water for 
days because of how that water system in Blanchard is handled. If we look at the time that I spent living in 
Shreveport and the two and a half years I’ve lived in Blanchard, I have been without water more frequently 
in that two and a half years than I have in the previous 40 years I lived in Shreveport. This becomes a 
problem for your citizens. We need you to be aware that what happens to those of us who do not have a 
voice through the mayor or other elected officials, you are our voice and we need you. I’m very disappointed 
that Mr. Kracman’s motion was not acted on, didn’t even come to a vote. So, we don’t know where you 
stand. So, I don’t know where I stand when it comes to how I interact with you in the future. I appreciate 
your effort, Mr. Kracman. I’m not in your district, but I appreciate your effort on my behalf. Thank you. 
 
  Jon Glover came before the Commission and gave the following comment 
 
  Good evening, Jon Glover, 9100 Walker Road, Apartment 217, Shreveport, Louisiana 
71118. When I last stood before you all, I asked you all to provide us an explanation on every piece of 
legislation that could seemingly impact our lives regardless of where we live. Today, I did not meet such. I 
listened on my way here to see what was being shared with regards to where I was and I got here right 
when you all were speaking to Dr. Jones and appreciated the conversation, the comments that he had to 
share with you all because there have been inquiries as to how his process actually benefits us here in 
Caddo Parish. But I read over the agendas and when I looked at the agenda whereby water was an issue 
or could potentially be an issue, Resolution 8 of 2026. I did some homework yesterday afternoon, and I 



sent an email to the Department of Conservation and Energy to provide to me those permitted users who 
use water out of Caddo Lake. Now it will take them some time to get in touch with me, I thought, until I 
received a call this morning and I spoke with Mr. James Devitt, who told me he was a part of the legal 
department for the Conservation and Energy Department. Now I understand what moratorium means. It 
means that there is something going on that we can solidify that you can vote on to say yay or nay. Now 
with that permitted users list we will know who those users are and where you all did not find it needed nor 
necessary to address it. I think you should have, even with just saying “We don’t support,” and then having 
a conversation helping us to understand and gain an understanding of what your positions were. You did 
not afford us with that and that is what I had asked you all in my last time I was here. Help us to appreciate 
what you all put before us. Legislation is important enough for you all to put it on the agenda. Then give us 
the courtesy of understanding what it is that you all will address. I thank you too for your time and God bless 
you. 

 

COMMUNIQUES & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

• Mr. Thomas addressed the audience and stated the Commission shares concerns about 

Caddo Lake and parish waterways, noting: the Parish has processes in place to handle and discuss water-

related issues. The Commission intends to elevate these matters and address them in the proper forum 

and context. Mr. Thomas referenced a recent meeting with Congressman Johnson’s office, during which 

parish waterways and dredging Caddo Lake were discussed. He also emphasized the Commission would 

not advance “contentious” items lacking merit, but reiterated the intent is to address the water issue 

appropriately and did not want citizens to leave feeling unheard or defeated. 

 

• Mr. Atkins thanked the Presiding Officer for summarizing the Commission’s position and 

stated the comments reflected his view. He said the moratorium felt premature, noting the issue should first 

be addressed by the Red River Compact Commission and the appropriate state agencies. He also said 

that no formal project had been announced and key details were unknown. While protection of Caddo Lake 

is important, he could not support a moratorium without more information. 

 

• Mr. J. Young stated he had been at Caddo Lake recently and observed public concern 

(referencing signs). He supported protecting the lake but cautioned against broadly discouraging business 

without information. Mr. J. Young suggested moving the discussion into a committee setting—specifically 

mentioning the Rural Development Committee—to gather facts and discuss solutions that balance 

economic development with ecosystem protection. 

 
• Mr. Kracman strongly objected to the lack of action and argued that the resolution did not 

reference Blanchard utilities and did not explicitly reference data centers. A moratorium would simply 

provide time for relevant bodies to conduct necessary discussions and a study to determine how much 

withdrawal the lake can withstand, he said. Mr. Kracman said that existing studies were described as old 

(referencing decades), and he stated the parish lacks a current study. He framed the resolution as 

proactive, aimed at getting ahead of potential impacts before decisions are finalized elsewhere. He stated 

commissioners could make a motion to reconsider at any time and requested a substantive conversation, 

emphasizing the intent was “pro Caddo Lake.” 

 
• Mr. G. Young referenced personal experience with water service issues through Blanchard 

utilities, indicating neighborhood impacts and a belief that the parish must do better. 

 
• Mrs. Blake responded that declining to enact a moratorium was not “unintelligent,” and 

stated she would not support a resolution without more information about the process and what exactly is 

being addressed. She referenced participation in discussions in Washington, D.C., stating there were 

important conversations about protecting parish waterways. She said she would not vote to stop something 

without knowing what is being solved. 

 
• Mr. Burrell stated, as a point of information, that a water study could be pursued without 

adopting a moratorium, and questioned why a restriction would be put in place to accomplish something 

that could already be done through other means. 

 
At this time, the Commission Convened into Executive Session to discuss 1st JDC Docket 

No. 659,061. Attorney Frazier advised that the Commissioners, Administrator, Assistant Administrator, 

Parish Attorney and Assistant Parish Attorney are to be part of the discussion. The Chambers was then 

cleared, and the Commission convened into Executive Session. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 

• Ordinance No. 6607 of 2026, an ordinance to accept the streets in Northwood 

Oaks Unit 3A into the Parish of Caddo Road System, and to otherwise provide with 

respect thereto 

 

• Resolution No. 6 of 2026, a resolution amending the Rules & By-Laws of the Caddo 

Parish Commission regarding Standing Committees and otherwise providing with 

respect thereto 

 



 There was no further discussion to come before the Commission, so the Commission 

adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 

 

 

 
Michelle Nations 
Assistant Commission Clerk 


