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July 29, 2025

Commissioner Stormy Gage-Watts, President
Caddo Parish Commission

505 Travis St. Government Plaza

Shreveport, LA 71101

Dear President Young:

The Election Code, R.S. 18:532A, provides that the governing authority of each parish
shall establish precincts, define the territorial limits for which each precinct is established,
prescribe their boundaries, and designate the precincts. It is with this in mind that each year
the registrar of voters works with the secretary of state’s office to conduct a canvass of the
voter registration rolls to verify residential addresses of all voters as required by law. This
process allows the registrar to update the voter registration rolls to identify the active and
inactive registered voters in each precinct in the parish. This letter is to notify you there are
several precincts in our parish that either have less than 300 registered voters or have more
than 2200 registered voters.

The Election Code, R.S. 18: 532(B) (copy enclosed), provides that no precinct shall
contain less than 300 registered active voters within its geographical boundaries. The size of
the precinct is important to guarantee each voter’s right to a secret ballot and to streamline
election costs.

Additionally, any precinct with more than 2200 active registered voters will require that
the parish governing authority take action to divide such precincts by a visible feature in
accordance with R.S. 18:532.1 (copy enclosed).

Attached is a list of precincts with less than 300 registered active voters and a list of
precincts with more than 2200 registered active voters. For each of these precincts, we have
completed Part One of the Secretary of State’s Precinct Survey. Part Two is to be completed
by your office. Instructions are also attached.

The law provides for the parish governing authority to take action within 60 days after
receipt of this letter. Such action may include (1) merging precincts, thereby eliminating a
precinct, (2) consolidating polling places, thereby locating two or more precincts in one polling
place, or (3) applying for an exemption.

For additional information on precincts and their creation, division, etc., you may refer
to the Election Code, R.S. 18:532 and you can also refer to the Voting Precinct Handbook
provided by the secretary of state’s office for additional information on this subject matter. It
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RS 18:532.1

§532.1. Changing boundaries

A. The parish governing authority shall have authority, in accordance with this Section, to change the

configuration, boundaries, or designation of an election precinct. Any change so determined shall be adopted
by ordinance of the parish governing authority. Within fifteen days after adoption of the ordinance, the parish
governing authority shail send to the secretary of state a certified copy of the ordinance, a geospacial shape
file, if available, a printed copy of the map showing the new precinct boundaries and designations and a
correct, written legal description of such boundaries, The parish governing authority shall cormply with the
Provisions of R.S. 18:194]1 when changing precinct boundaries.

(b) In order to establish block boundaries for a subsequent federal decennial census, proposed precinct
mergers submitted for review through December thirty-first of any year of which the last digit is nine in
accordance with Subsection C of this Section, shall not be subject to the requirement that the precinets or parts
of the precincts shall be in the same state, local, and municipal office voting district and shall not be subject to
the provisions of Paragraph (C)(3) of this Section; however, any mergers accomplished pursuant to the
provisions of this Subparagraph shall be effective for the following purposes at the following times:

(1) Not later than March thirty-first of any year of which the last digit is zero for the purpose of
establishing block boundaries for the federal decennial census and for reapportionment and redistricting
purposes following that federal decennial censys.

(ii) Not later than July first of any year of which the last digit is one for all purposes.

(3) Any establishment, division, or merger of precincts as provided in Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this
sSubsection shall be considered g change in precinct boundaries and shall be subject to the requirements of this
Section.

C.(1) The parish governing authority shall comply with the provisions of R_S. 18:532(A), (B), (C), and
(E) when changing any precinct boundary.

(2)(a) In determining features to be used as precinct boundaries, the parish governing authority shalj
consuit with the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Represex}tatives or their designees. The

precinct changes, the proposed visible feature for precinct boundaries shall })e: defamed to be approved by the
secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives or their designees.

hitps:/Aegis.la govilLegish_awPrinl. sspx?d=8162T
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is available online at Www.geauxvote.com under Elections & Voting, Get Forms & Fee
Schedule, Download Elections Forms, Voting Precinct Handbook.

We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. If you have questions
regarding precinct mergers, polling place consolidations or an exemption for a precinct under
300 registered active voters, please contact the Secretary of State’s Elections Services
Section at (225) 922-0900.

Sincerely,

(

M—-&—rb
/’DDale L.Sibley %

Registrar of Voters

Enclosures

cc:  Jeff Everson,Commission Clerk
Mike Spence, Clerk of Court
Alise Babin, Elections Services Manager, Secretary of State’s Office
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{3)(&) In addition to the requirements of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, when thé proposed precinct
change involves a merger authprizcd by Paragraph (BY(2) or Subparagraph (D)( 1)(b) of this Section, prior to
, the papsh govc?ming authority shall submit proposed changes of the merger to the

precinct if the proposed merger occurs and the proposed merger will not ¢

(b) The secretary of state shall send a report of the findings resulting from the review to the parish
governing authority within forty-five days after the receipt of the proposed precinct changes. If the secretary
of state fails to respond within forty-five days after the receipt of the pro

posed precinct mergers, the proposed
mergers shall be deemed to be approved by the secretary of state. No precinct shall be merged until ail local

governing authorities and the parish or city school board within the area affected by the merger have
completed redistricting and, if required, such redistricting has been precleared pursuant to the Voting Rights
Act of 1965,

(4) No precinct boundary change shall become effective for the election unless the information
required in this Subsection is received by the secretary of state prior to 4:30 p-m. at least four weeks prior to
the date the qualifying period opens. '

D.(1)(2) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, no election precinct shall be created, divided,
abolished, or merged or the boundaries thereof otherwise changed between December thirty-first of any year
of which the last digit is nine and January first of any year of which the last digit is three.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph to the contrary, if the
legislature has completed the reapportionment required by Article III, Section 6 of the Constitution of
Louisiana following the latest federal decennial census and, if required, has received preclearance pursuant to
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the parish governing authority may merge precincts upon the parish governing
authority's certifying in writing to the office of the secretary of state that the parish governing authority and al}
school boards within the parish have completed alt redistricting that is required following the latest federal
decennial census, if required, have received preclearance pursuant to the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and have
received written approval to merge the precincts from the office of the secretary of state.

(1) A certified copy of the ordinance describing such precinct mergers, a correct, written legal
description of proposed new precinct boundaries, geospacial shape files, if available, and a printed copy of a
map clearly detailing the precinct boundaries within the parish shall be sent to the secretary of the Senate, the
clerk of the House of Representatives, the secretary of state, the clerk of court, and the registrar of voters of
the parish within fifteen days after the adoption of the ordinance.

(i) No precinct merger shall become effective without prior review and approval by the secretary of
state, the secretary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representatives, or their designees. The
secretary of state, the secretary of the Senate, and the clerk of the House of Representatives, or their designees
shali send a report of the findings of the review to the parish goverming authority within forty-five days after
receipt of the proposed precinct changes. If the secretary of state, the secretary of the Senate, or‘the clerk of
the House of Representatives, or their designees fail to respond within forty-five days after receipt of t‘pe ,
proposed precinct changes, the proposed precinct changes shall be deemed to be approved by the official or
designee who failed to respond. ‘ _

(2)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection to the contrary, if after the
release of the federal decennial census data a parish governing authority is ungble to cqmg]y_thh t_ipp‘hcabh_e
law regarding redistricting and reapportionment, including adherence to traditional redistricting principles, in
the creation of its redistricting or reapportionment plan using the vs(hgle precincts spb:mtted to the Umte<_:l
States Bureau of the Census, the parish governing authority may d1v1dc. a precinct into two or more precincts;

any such division shall be by a visible feature which is a census tabulation boundary _qun le}ang a precinct,
the parish governing authority shall notify the secretary of state of suclh precinct dl‘VIS.IOIl in writing, o
(b) Any such parish governing authority shall include the precinct changes in its ordinance establishing
its redistricting or reapportionment plan.

ause voter inconvenience.,
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(c) Within fifteen days after the ado
the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives a certified
a copy of a map showing the new precinct boundaries together with a written description of such boundaries.
If the precinct changes were the result of action in a court of competent jurisdiction, the parish governing
authority shall include a certified copy of the court order, and the secretary and the clerk shall likewise he
notified of appeals filed or other actions that pertain to any such order or ordinance.

(d) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not be construed as authority for a parish governing authority
which has adopted or accomplished redistricting or reapportionment or is able to redistrict or reapportion itself
in accordance with applicable law using the whole precincts submitted to the United States Bureau of the
Census to divide precincts. Any plan adopted by a parish governing authority in contravention of this
Subsection shall be null and void, and no election shall be conducted using any ballot based on such a null and
void plan. Any declaration of nullity of a plan pursuant to this Paragraph shall be by a court of competent
junisdiction. In the event a plan is declared null, such declaration shall not affect the validity or legality of any
actions taken by, ordinances or regulations adopted by, or contracts entered into by the governing anthority
elected pursuant to the null plan,

E.(1) A precinct shall not be changed, and no precinct shall be established or altered in any way,
ncluding alphabetical division by voter surname, and no annexation shall be implemented during the period
cornmencing on the tenth business day prior to the date the qualifying period opens and ending on the date of
the general election.

(2) No precinct change or annexation that is made prior to the tenth business day prior to the date the
qualifying period opens shall become effective for the election unless the information required in Subsection A
of this Section, including notice of preclearance if required pursuant to the Voting Rights Act of 1965, is
received by the secretary of state prior to 4:30 p-m. on the tenth business day prior to the date the qualifying
period opens.

¥. Within fifteen days after the adoption of the ordinance as provided in this Section, the parish
governing authority shall send to the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives, the
secretary of state, the clerk of court, and the registrar of voters a certified copy of the ordinance, geospacial
shape files, if available, and a printed copy of a map showing the new precinct boundaries and a correct,
written legal description of such boundaries.

G, H. Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 136, §3, eff. June 6, 2008.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July 22, 1982; Acts 1985, No. 670, §1, eff. July 16, 1985; Acts
1986, No. 286, §1, eff. June 30, 1986; Acts 1987, No. 831, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 329, §1; Acts
1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 288, §1, eff. July 5, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 629, §§1 and 2;
Acts 1992, No. 803, §1; Acts 1993, No. 418, §§1 and 2, eff. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 1995, No. 552, §1, eff. Jan. 1,
1996; Acts 1997, No. 1420, §§2, 3, eff. July 1, 1997; Acts 1999, No. 254, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 1999, No.
254, §2, eff. July 1, 1999; Acts 2001, No. 451, §6, eff. Jan. 12, 2004; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 123, §1,
eff. April 23, 2002; Acts 2003, No. 1022, §1; Acts 2004, No. 526, §2, eff. June 25, 2004; Acts 2008, No. 136,
§§1, 3, eff. June 6, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 824, §2, eff. June 30, 2010; Acts 2012, No. 138, §1, eff. May 14,
2012; Acts 2012, No. 726, §1; Acts 2014, No. 675, §1; Acts 2016, No. 281, §1, eff. May 31, 2016; Acts 2018,
No. 550, §1; Acts 2020, No. 28, §1, eff. June 4, 2020.
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RS 18:532

§532. Establishment of precincts

A, Subject to the provisions of R.S, 18;532.1, the governing authority of cach parish shall establish
precinets, define the territorial lmits for which each pracinet is egtablished, erescribe thai boundartes, and
designate the precinets. The governlag autherity of cach parish shall by evdinance adopt the establishmest and
boundaries of each precinct in accordance with the timetable as set forth in this Section and in accordance with
R.S. 18:532.1. '

B.(1)(a) Each precinct shall be a contiguous, compact area having clearly defined and clearly
observable boundaries coinciding with visible features readily distinguishable on the ground and approved
extensions of such features, such as desi gnated highways, roads, streets, rivers, or canals, and depicted on
United States Bureau of the Census base maps for the next federal decennial census, except where the precinct
boundary is coterminous with the boundary of a parish or an incorporated place when the boundaries of a
single precinct contain the entire geographic area of the incorporated place. Except as otherwise provided in
this Paragraph, on and after July I, 1997, any precinet boundary which does not coincide with a visible feature
shall be changed by the parish governing authority to coincide with a visible feature in accordance with R.S.
18:532.1.

(b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, the term "approved extension" shall mean an extension of one
visible feature to another visible feature which has been approved by the secretary of the Senate and the clerk
of the House of Representatives or their designees and which is or which will be a census tabulation boundary.

(2) No precinct shall be wholly contained within the territorial boundaries of another precinct, except
that a precinct which contains the entire geographical area of an incorporated place and in which the total
number of registered voters at the last general election was less than three hindred may be 5o contained.

(3) No precinct shall contain more than two thousand two hundred registered voters within its
geographic boundaries. Within thirty days after the completion of each canvass, the registrar of voters of each
parish shall notify the parish governing authority of every precinct in the parish which contains more than two
thousand two hundred registered voters within its geographic boundaries. Within sixty days of such
notification, the parish governing authority shall divide such precincts by a visible feature in accordance with
R.S.18:532.1,

{4)(a) No precinct shall contain less than three hundred registered voters within its geographical
boundaries, except:

(1) When necessary to make it more convenient for voters in a geographically isolated and
unincorporated area to vote. A voter in a geographically isolated and unincorporated area shall mean a voter
whose residence is outside an incorporated place and who would have to travel by roadway more than ten
miles or cross a public ferry to a polling place to vote if the precinct were not established.

(ii) When the precinct contains the entire geographical area of an incorporated place.

(iii) When the precinct may not be merged with any adjacent precinct due to voting district boundaries,
provided that such a precinct has a consolidated polling place with an adjacent precinct and the number of
commissioners for the polling place has been reduced in accordance with R.S. 18:425.1 and 1286.1.

(b)(i) No precinct shall be established as authorized in this Paragraph unless it is in compliance with
the provisions of R.S. 18:532.1(C) and unless the parish governing authority has submitted documentation to
the Department of State that the precinct meets one of the criteria in this Paragraph and the parish governing
authority has received written approval for the establishment of the precinct from the secretary of state.
However, a precinct may contain less than three hundred registered voters if the parish governing authority is
responsible for all election expenses incurred in the precinct as provided in R.S. 18:1400.7.

(ii) In addition to the authority in Item (i) of this Subparagraph, the secretary of state may permit the

establishment of precincts with less than three hundred registered voters under extraordinary and unforeseen
circumstances.

(c) Within thirty days after the completion of each canvass, beginning with the 1996 canvass, the

registrar of voters of each parish shall notify the parish governing authority of every precinct in the parish
which contains fewer than three hundred registered voters within its geographic boundaries. Within sixty days

|
\
|
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after such notification, the patish governing authority shall merge such precincts with other precincts, unless
~ the approval of the Department of State has been granted as provided in thig Paragraph.

(5) The provisions of Paragraph (4) of this Subsection shall not be effective during the period of time
established by R.S. 18:532.1(D).

C. Each parish governing authority shall provide and maintain at all times geospacial shape files, if
available, and & suitable printed map showing the current geographical boundaries with designation of
precincts, and a correct, written legal description of the precinct geographical boundaries. Each parish
govemning authority shall send a copy of each map, with description attached, to the registrar of voters and the
secretary of state. The map may be composed of one or more sheets but each sheet shall not exceed three feet
by four feet. The map shall include all existing roads, streets, railroad tracks, and drainage features but shall
not include underground utility lines, land use and zoning symbols or shadings, symbols for vegetation cover,
topographic contour lines, and similar items that obscure the basic street pattern and names. All features,
names, titles, and symbols on the map shall be clearly shown and legible. The map sheet of the entire parish
shall be on a scale of one inch equals one mile to one inch equals two miles. Map sheets of each incorporated
place within the parish shall be on a scale of one inch equals eight hundred feet to one inch equals sixteen
hundred feet. Each map sheet shall indicate the date of the base map or the date of last revision. Wherever the
boundaries of a precinct or incorporated place are coterminous, they shall be clearly indicated as such.

D. The parish governing authority shall also furnish to the registrar of voters and secretary of state
geospacial shape files, if available, and a printed map clearly indicating the boundaries of each parish
governing authority district, school board district, special election district, representative district, and senate
district, and a correct, written legal description of the boundaries.

E.(1) In complying with the provisions of this Section for the establishment of precincts and the
prescription of their boundaries, each parish governing authority and registrar of voters shall coordinate with
the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives, or their designees, pursuant to their
authority to submit a plan for census data for reapportionment under the provisions of Chapter 13 of this Title
and shall adopt or adjust precinct boundaries as may be necessary to comply with this Section.

(2) The proposed precinct boundaries submitted to the United States Bureau of the Census by a parish
through the secretary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Representatives or their designees, and
approved by the Bureau of the Census as block boundaries for each federal decennial census, shall be the
precinct boundaries for the parish for reapportionment purposes following each federal decennial census.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978, Amended by Acts 1977, No. 523, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts
1978; Acts 1978, No. 298, §1, eff. July 10, 1978; Acts 1982, No. 559, §1, eff. July 22, 1982; Acts 1985, No,
670, §1, eff. July 16, 1985; Acts 1986, No. 286, §1, eff. June 30, 1986; Acts 1988, No. 329, §1; Acts 1988, No.
403, §1, eff. July 10, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 629, §1; Acts 1992, No. 788, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1993; Acts 1992, No.
803, §1; Acts 1995, No. 552, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1996; Acts 1997, No. 1420, §2, eff, July 1, 1997; Acts 1999, No.
254, §2, eff. July 1, 1999; Acts 2001, No. 451, §6, eff. Jan. 12, 2004; Acts 2004, No. 526, §2, eff. June 25,

2004; Acts 2008, No. 136, §1, eff. June 6, 2008; Acts 2018, No. 550, §1; Acts 2019, No. 374, §1, eff. June 19,
2019; Acts 2020, No. 28, §1, eff. June 4, 2020.
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