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Nation, our culture and our saciety. Indigenous peoples have served, and continue fo serve, in the Unlted
States Armed Forces with distinction and honor — at one of the hlghest rates of any group — defending
our security every day. And Native Americans have been on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic,
working essential jobs and carrying us through our gravest moments. Further, in recognition that the
pandemic has harmed Indigenous peoples at an alarming and disproportionate rate, Native communities
have led the way in connecting people with vaccination, boasting some of the highest rates of any racial or
ethnic group; and

WHEREAS, Government has a solemn obligation to lift up and invest in the future of
Indigenous people and empower Tribal Nations to govern their own communities and make their own
decisions. We must never forget the centuries-long campaign of violence, displacement, assimilation, and
terror wrought upon Native communities and Tribal Nations throughout our country. Today, we
acknowledge the significant sacrifices made by Native peoples to this country — and recognize their many
ongoing contributions to our Nation; and

WHEREAS, on Indigenous Peoples' Day, we honor America’s first inhabitants and the
Tribal Nations that continue to thrive today. | encourage everyone to celebrate and recognize the many
Indigenous communities and cultures that make up our great country.

WHEREAS, it is important to “honor Native Americans, their resilience and their
contributions to American society throughout history, even as they faced assimilation, discrimination and
genocide spanning generations.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Caddo Parish Commission in due, regular
and legal session convened, that October 11, 2021 is hereby recognized as “Indigenous Peoples Day."

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if any provision or item of this resolution or the
application thereof is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, items or applications
which can be given effect without the invalid provisions, items or applications, and to this end, the provisions
of this resolution are hereby declared severable.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effectimmediately.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are
hereby repealed.

NEW BUSINESS

It was moved by Mr. Hopkins, seconded by Mr. Johnson, to amend the Classified
Personnel Policies, Rules, & Regulations, Section 303, item N, to say “except Mardi Gras” and adopt as
amended. Motion carried, as shown by the following roll call votes: AYES: Commissioners Atkins, Burrell,
Cawthorne, Chavez, Gage-Watts, Hopkins, Johnson, Lazarus, Taliaferro, and Young (10). NAYS:
Commissioner Epperson (1). ABSENT: Commissioner Jackson (1). ABSTAIN: None (0).

It was moved by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mrs. Gage-Watts, to confirm David Hoey to
the Northwest Louisiana Human Services District (term to expire August 6, 2027).

Substitute motion by Mr. Hopkins, seconded by Mr. Atkins fo confirm the following
appointments:

. Appoint David Hoey to the Northwest Louisiana Human Services District. Term to
expire August 6, 2027.

. Appoint Patrick Wesley to the Shreveport-Bossier Sports Authority to fill the
unexpired term vacate upon the retirement of Billy Montgomery

. Reappoint JoAnn Witkowski to the Caddo Parish Sewer District No. 7 Board. Term
to expire November 1, 2025

At this time, Mr. Hopkins' substitute motion carried, as shown by the following roll call votes:
AYES: Commissioners Atkins, Burrell, Cawthorne, Chavez, Epperson, Gage-Watts, Hopkins, Johnson,
Lazarus, Taliaferro, and Young (11). NAYS: None (0). ABSENT: Commissioner Jackson (1). ABSTAIN:
None (0).

ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
. Opioid Settlement
Attorney John Young

Attorney Young explained that he is one of the team of attorneys that this Commission

teams retained to represent Caddo Parish in the opioid litigation. There has been a recommended partial
settlement of $26B to be paid by three of the major distributors, and one of the manufacturers of opioids.
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