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Jeff Everson

From: Martha Whyte <Martha.Whyte@LA.GOV>
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 9:19 AM
To: Jeff Everson
Subject: Fwd: STI testing program

Is this adequate? Could you check with Commissioner Young?  
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: "Vanchiere, John" <john.vanchiere@lsuhs.edu> 
Date: Aug 8, 2024 8:43 AM 
Subject: STI testing program 
To: Martha Whyte <Martha.Whyte@LA.GOV> 
Cc: "Vanchiere, John" <john.vanchiere@lsuhs.edu> 
 

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe. 

 
Dr. Whyte,  
  
As you are aware, LSU Health Shreveport and the Center for Emerging Viral Threats were leaders in the COVID pandemic 
response in northwest Louisiana, performing over 850,000 COVID tests in nursing homes, prisons, schools and at 
community events.  In addition, our teams administered over 130,000 doses of COVID vaccine in northwest Louisiana in 
2021, 2022 and 2023.   
  
As a trusted community resource, we are pivoting our pandemic response resources to provide self-collected testing for 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), initially focusing on gonorrhea, chlamydia and trichomonas with plans to include 
HIV and Syphilis testing in 2025.  Working with the Louisiana Department of Health and the Medicaid managed care 
organizations, we will provide test kits for women insured through Medicaid for collection of specimens in the privacy of 
their home, including pre-paid labels so that the specimens can be returned to our lab for testing without cost to 
patients.  To support this effort, we will use confidential electronic reporting to clients so that they can easily receive 
test results and schedule telemedicine or in-person visits with a healthcare provider (e.g., at Parish Health Units) when 
treatment and/or follow-up testing is needed.  This same process will allow for human papillomavirus (HPV) testing for 
women to provide increased cervical cancer screening aimed at reducing the incidence of late cervical cancer diagnoses 
in our area. 
  
We are pleased to work with you and the staff of The Harbor to offer STI testing for their clients, if desired.  For clients 
who have insurance, we would bill their insurance to cover the cost of testing.  For those without insurance, grant 
funding will be sought to cover the cost of testing, initially estimated at $55 for gonorrhea, chlamydia and trichomonas, 
the key “gateway bugs” that increase the likelihood of HIV infection. 
  
I would be happy to provide more information to you about our program and look forward to showing you our newly 
renovated laboratory space and equipment that will support this vital work in northwest Louisiana. 
  
Best regards, 
  
JAV 
  
  

John A. Vanchiere, MD, PhD 

Senior Associate Dean for Clinical Research 
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Medical Director, Clinical Trials Office 
Chief, Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
Professor of Pediatrics 
LSU Health Shreveport 
  
P:  318-675-7877 
E:  john.vanchiere@lsuhs.edu  
  


