RESOLUTION NO. 15 OF 2024

BY THE CADDO PARISH COMMISSION:

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE DETRIMENT OF GUN VIOLENCE IN CADDO PARISH, REQUESTING PARISH STAKEHOLDERS TO GATHER AND PROMULGATE A PLAN TO COMBAT GUN VIOLENCE WITHIN CADDO PARISH, AND RECOGNIZING THE GUN VIOLENCE CRISIS WITHIN CADDO PARISH, AND OTHERWISE PROVIDING WITH RESPECT THERETO.


WHEREAS, in 2023 in Caddo Parish, a total of 107 of 499 admissions to the Caddo Juvenile Detention Center were due to gun charges; and

WHEREAS, there have been more than 15 admissions to the Caddo Juvenile Detention Center due to gun charges in 2024; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]	WHEREAS, in cooperation with law enforcement, Caddo Juvenile Probation Officers have been responsible for the confiscation of 54 guns in 2023 and more than 10 guns in 2024; and 

WHEREAS, overall, Juvenile Services is responsible for 28% of the guns retrieved or confiscated by the Violent Crimes Abatement Task Force; and 

	WHEREAS, Louisiana has the second highest rate of gun deaths in the United States[endnoteRef:1]; and [1: Allison Bruhl, Louisiana’s Homicide Rate Second Highest in US, Report Shows, BRProud, 1/11/23, retrieved 3/1/24 from Louisiana's homicide rate second-highest in US, report shows (brproud.com)] 


	WHEREAS, Louisiana has the worst gun death rate for children[endnoteRef:2]; and [2:  Bailey K. Roberts, MD; Colleen P. Nofi, DO; Emma Cornell, MPH; Sandeep Kapoor, MD, MS-HPPL; Laura Harrison, MPH; Chethan Sathya, MD, MSc, Trends and Disparities in Firearm Deaths Among Children, Pediatrics- Volume 152, Issue 3, September 2023, retrieved 3/1/2024 from Trends and Disparities in Firearm Deaths Among Children | Pediatrics | American Academy of Pediatrics (aap.org)] 


	WHEREAS, in Louisiana, more than 1 in 5 adults report having directly experienced gun violence.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Raj A, Johns NE, Closson K, Mahoney A, Yore J, Kully G, LaVeist T, Theall K. Louisiana Violence Experiences Survey (LaVEX) 2023. August 2023. Newcomb Institute, Tulane University and Center on Gender Equity and Health, University of California San Diego, retrieved 3/1/2024 from Louisiana Violence Experiences Survey (LaVEX) | Newcomb Institute (tulane.edu)] 


	 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Caddo Parish Commission in due, legal and regular session convened that the Caddo Parish Commission hereby recognizes the detriment of gun violence in Caddo Parish and within Louisiana, and is requesting all Caddo Parish Stakeholders to come together and promulgate a plan to combat gun violence within the Parish.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is effective immediately upon its
passage.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution will be forwarded to all Caddo Parish stakeholders, including the Caddo Parish District Attorney, the Caddo Parish Sheriff, the police chiefs of all Caddo Parish municipalities, the Caddo Parish School Board, Louisiana Governor Jeff Landry and Louisiana DHH Secretary Dr. Ralph Abraham. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.


Approved as to legal form:


Parish Attorney


Date




