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Over half of all 
water use inside a 
house takes place 
in the bathroom. 
 
The average 
American uses 140-
170 gallons of water 
per day.  
 
One flush of the 
toilet uses 6 ½ gallons of water.  
 
You use about 5 gallons of water if you 
leave the water running while brushing 
your teeth.  
 
If you water your grass and trees more 
heavily, but less often, this saves water 
and builds stronger roots. 
 
Before you lather up, install a low-flow 
showerhead. They're inexpensive, easy 
to install, and can save your family more 
than 500 gallons a week.  
 
97% of the world's water is salty or 
otherwise undrinkable. Another 2% is 
locked in ice caps and glaciers. That 
leaves just 1% for consumption by all 
living creatures, including plants and 
animals. 
 
Every glass of water brought to your 
table in a restaurant requires another 
two glasses of water to wash and rinse 
the glass. 

 
Fix leaky faucets and 
plumbing joints. Saves 
20 gallons per day for 
every leak stopped. 
Not only lowering your 
usage, but your water 
bill also. 

To find more information about Louisiana water 
conservation visit the Louisiana Earth 911 web site 
at http://louisiana.earth911.org 
 
 
Parts of this brochure were obtained from materials published 

by the Louisiana Ground Water Management Commission.  

Glossary
 
Water Conservation -  Using water wisely and efficiently so 
that it is not wasted. 
 
Aquifer – An underground layer of rock, sand, or gravel 
capable of storing water within cracks and pore spaces, or 
between grains. When water contained within an aquifer is 
of sufficient quantity and quality, it can be tapped and used 
for drinking or other purposes. The water contained in the 
aquifer is called ground water. 
 
Ground Water – Water that is trapped underground in an 
area of porous material. Most wells tap ground water. This 
water recharges slowly and is difficult to clean if it becomes 
contaminated. 
 
Recharge –Replenishment of a groundwater reservoir 
(aquifer) by the addition of water. 
 
Water Table – The upper surface of the water saturated 
soil. 
 
Recharge—The addition of water to the zone of saturation 
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