Water Smart

A person can live about a month without food, but
only about a week without water. If a human does
not absorb enough water dehydration is the re-
sult.

Water leaves the stomach five minutes after con-
sumption.

The human body is made up of 66% water.

The EPA reports that groundwater supplies serve
about 80% of the population, and that 1% to 4%
of usable groundwater is already polluted.

Water freezes at zero degrees Celsius and water
vaporizes at a hundred degrees Celsius.

The EPA estimates that 25% of all Americans get
their water from private wells. The remaining
population uses some 60,000 public water sys-
tems (nearly two thirds of these serve populations
of 500 or fewer).

Some places, like deserts, get less than and inch
(25 mm) of water a year; while others, like tropical
rain forests, may get more than 400 inches
(10,000 mm) a year.

Not a drop of water is gained or lost. The water
cycle naturally recycles Earth’s water, we drink
and use the same water as the dinosaurs.

You might think that absolutely pure water would
be perfectly clear and utterly transparent, but it's
actually blue. The blue color of the water in the
oceans (and not the blue of the sky) is the reason
why Earth is mostly blue as seen from space.

Frozen water is 9% lighter than water, which is
why ice floats on water.

If all the world's water were fit into a gallon jug,
the fresh water available for us to use would
equal only about one tablespoon.

Bottled water can be up to 1000 times more ex-
pensive than tap water and it may not be as safe.

WE NEED YOUR HELP

The quickest, cheapest, and most effective way to
reduce water consumption is to simply conserve. It
is therefore, everyone's responsibility to do their part
in water conservation.

Here are a few tips on how we as a community can
get involved.

Be aware of and follow all water conservation
and water shortage rules in effect in your com-
munity. Don’t assume — even if you get water
from a private well — that you need not observe
good water use rules. Every drop Counts.

Encourage your employer to promote water con-
servation in the workplace. Suggest that water
conservation be put in employee orientation and
training programs.

Support projects that will lead to increased use
of reclaimed water for irrigation and other uses.

Encourage your friends and neighbors to be part
of a water-conscious community and to “do their

part”.

Conserve water because it is the right thing to
do. Don’t waste water just because someone
else is footing the bill, such as when you stay at
a hotel.

Try to do one thing each day that will result in
saving water. Don’t worry if the savings are mini-
mal. Every drop counts. Remember you can
make a difference.

Portions of this brochure were gathered from the
Louisiana Office of Conservation.
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