
CADDO PARISH COMMISSION

505 TRAVIS STREET, GOVERNMENT PLAZA

PUBLIC NOTICE

BROADBAND COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA

September 19, 2022

1:00 pm

BROADBAND COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE ROLL CALL:

Willie H. Arbuthnot

Poltavas  Black

James Carstensen

Greg Frith

Ray Holomon

Rickey  Jones

Marion Marks

Glenn Moore

Famia Roots

James Sims

Manjit Singh Warrar

Brian Wilson

INVOCATION:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Veterans and active military members saluting during recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance would be appropriate, should you wish to do so.

AGENDA ADDITIONS:

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Citizens who wish to address the Committee please fill out a comment card located in the 
chamber foyer, and return to the Chairman or the Clerk of the Commission. Citizens may also 

f i l l  out & submit a COMMENT CARD ONLINE HERE  prior to the meeting.  Individual 

comments are limited to 3 minutes

NEW BUSINESS:

Brief Recap Of Meetings: AT&T, Comcast, Louisiana Broadband Summit, Etc.

Donette Dunbar, CEO Of Louisiana-Connected.com And Principal At Dash Media 
(Burrell) 

CADDO PARISH PRESENTATION - FINAL 090122.PDF

Next Step

ADJOURN:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

6.I.

6.II.

Documents:

6.III.

7.

http://www.caddo.org/FormCenter/Commission-Clerks-Office-9/Citizens-Comment-Card-63
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Objective

Public Private Partnership to bring high speed affordable broadband 

to Caddo Parish



What’s the Definition ofBroadband
Fiber Broadband: If it’s not fiber, It’s not Broadband

Speed of Light

Fiber Broadband is the gold standard on everydimension

Highly Secure
Sustainability/Multi-Use  

Durability/Reliability

LimitlessCapacity
Low Latency  

EnergyEfficient

Broadband Definition



What Is Broadband?

Telecommunication/network system:

Network where information such as voice (verbal), video (visual) and data (non-verbal) is transmitted via electronic technologies like 
telephones, cable, fiber optics, satellite, radio and television and internet

Broadband:

Permanent high speed internet connection that brings internet signals into your home/business via cable, satellite, mobile and fiber optics

Bandwidth:

Maximum amount (volume) of data transmitted over an internet connection in a given amount of time.  Higher bandwidth give your a better 
experience on your device.

Internet speeds:

Speed that data travels from the internet to your computer, tablet or smartphone.  Most often seen as Megabits or Gigabites. Examples of 
why speed is important:

Streaming videos: 3Mbps
Youtube: 5-6Mbps
Distance learning: 1.05Mbps

Uploading:
Process of putting web pages, photos and files onto a web server

Downloading
Process of getting web pages, photos and files from a server.



Fiber Broadband Network

Design of System

Why Fiber?

• Faster
• More Secure
• Transmits data over longer 

distances
• Businesses prefer Fiber



The State of Broadband in Louisiana
13.5% of Caddo Parrish has access to 1Gbps.
• 0% inRed River.
• 0.5% in DeSoto.
• 69.2% in Bossier.

Louisiana
• 75.0% of Louisiana have access to  

terrestrial broadband
• 33rd in the nation for broadband
• 26.9% have access to fiber optics
• Highest concentration of high-speed  

broadband is in SE Louisiana

BroadbandNow.com



Cities With Municipal Broadband Networks

As OF MAY 2020, THERE ARE 331 MUNICIPALITIES THAT 
OWN/OPERATE THEIR BROADBAND SYSTEMS

“Cabot cannot be competitive without fiber internet. We are not asking for any 
money- we just need new law to work in our favor and not against us.”

Mayor Ken Kincade, Cabot Arkansas 

• Lafayette Louisiana built $125 million dollar system in 2008 – was recently awarded a 
$100 million dollar Amazon fulfillment center that included 500 jobs.

• Chattanooga Tennessee – Built their system 10 years ago and it has generated $2.7 
billion dollars in economic development.

• Arkansas removed legislation in 2021 that barred municipalities from building their own 
broadband systems. Mayor Kincade of Cabot was a leader in the effort. 

• Seattle and Boston, two of the countries leading tech hubs are considering building 
their own municipal broadband systems to address the digital divide.

• $100 billion Broadband bill working through congress.



Benefits Of Broadband

• The 2020 US Telecom Report indicates broadband would create 10 million new jobs in 
America alone.

• Broadband attracts employment from other regions through telecommuting.

• Broadband can make or break a business. A recent study determined that Amazon 
might lose $1.6 billion in sales from a one second delay in page loading time. 

• 96% of companies use cloud computing. Slow uploading and downloading data speeds  
cost companies millions of dollars.  Communities with broadband services have a 
competitive edge in attracting and retaining businesses.

• Telehealth bridges the gap between people, physicians, and health systems enabling 
everyone  to communicate with physicians through virtual channels.  Telehealth is now 
the platform for distributing healthcare as it limits the spread of COVID19 and any 
deadly virus in a future pandemic. 

• In the U.S., most school students have access to at least one computing device, but 
CoOVID19 has made clear that having a computer is meaningless without connectivity. 

• Broadband helps the farming industry to produce efficient operations with newer 
equipment for smart farming.



Regulatory Environment

1. Louisiana Revised Statute 844.52  FAIR COMPETITION ACT 

• Establishes regulations by which municipalities may build broadband systems.

• Ensures that municipalities that regulate telecoms do not use that power to gain a 
competitive advantage.

2.  Naquin v. Lafayette City-Parish Government 950  So.2d 657 (La. Supreme 
Court 2007).

• Plaintiff challenged whether Lafayette could issue $125 million in revenue bonds to 
build a municipal broadband system. 

The La. Supreme court ruled that Lafayette did have authority to sell bonds to 
pay for the system.



Louisiana Fair Competition Act

LOUISIANA	FAIR	COMPETITION	ACT
Requires all municipalities do a feasibility study to assess their need for broadband
Municipalities will not have access to funding without the completion of a feasibility
study. Mansfield completed its feasibility study earlier this year. Bossier and Monroe
are currently doing a feasibility study.



Funding For Broadband Feasibility Study

1. ARPA	American Rescue Plan Act	Funds
This	bill	provides	additional	relief	to	address	the	continued	impact	of	COVID-
19	(i.e.,	coronavirus	disease	2019)	on	the	economy,	public	health,	state	and	
local	governments,	individuals,	and	businesses.

2.	The	CARES	Act	Funds
U.S.	Department	of	the	Treasury,	“The	CARES	Act”	Provides	Assistance	for	
State,	Local,	and	Tribal	Governments.



Guidelines For Infrastructure Bill

Broadband	guidelines	in	the	$65	Billion	Infrastructure	bill	favors	fiber	only	
and	100	mbps.



Why Public Private Partnership

• Local governments do not have the technical expertise to build project

• Cost of capital makes 100% private funding too expensive

• Markets have determined that building rural broadband is not cost effective

• Building broadband in rural areas cannot meet investment returns for telecoms



How Public Private Partnerships Work

Public Private Partnership to build high speed affordable 
broadband:

Public:

• Access to Right of Way

• Access to Government facilities

• Governmental approvals

• Municipal Revenue Bonds

Private:

• Design and build system

• Maximize funding sources

• Grant writing

• Marketing

• Legal

• Operate/Maintain system

• Lead workforce development efforts



Federal Funding

• President Biden proposed $20 billion for broadband in the latest 

COVID Relief bill

• Federal Communications Commission’s Rural Digital Opportunity 

Fund recently awarded $2 billion

• FCC Low Income Broadband supplement funded at $3.2 billion

• James Clyburn bill for $80 billion to build rural broadband passed 

House

• FCC awards $342 million in grants to build broadband in 

Louisiana (up to 10 years to build)

Once In A Generation Opportunity



Municipal Revenue Bonds

• Issued to pay for public projects
• Paid back from revenues generated from the broadband system

NO	TAXPAYER	DOLLARS	REQUIRED



Who Are We?

Louisiana	Connected	website	- https://www.louisiana-connected.com/
Lit	Communities	website	- https://litcommunities.net/
Orrick	Website	- https://www.orrick.com



Projects Profile
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Projects References



Call To Action

“We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today.  
We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now.  In this unfolding of conundrum 

of life and history there is such a thing as being too late.”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.




